Loreto Beaufort Pupils: Imagery & Testimonials from the November Building Blitz 2009
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Rachel Mellon, Rachel Fenlon and Clare Mongan
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Top: Orlaith Moran and Rachel Mellon Bottom: Clare Mongan, Rachel Fenlon and Ann O’Brien.
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Rachael Fitzsimons, Caoimhe O’Riordan, Marina Taylor,Roisin Wickham and Maeve Scully. 
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Robyn  Keogh, Emily Meehan, Kate Kirwan and Robyn Crotty 

Rachel Fenlon

For me the greatest moment of the week was meeting Amanda. She is a seventeen year old girl who lives in a shack. She looks after her 3 year old sister and 12 year old brother because her parents live hours away. Even though she has such a tough life, she came every day to help us paint. 

Clare Mongan

The building blitz in Wallacedene was the best experience of my life, something I will never forget. It was so much more than I expected and all the hard work was definitely worth it. I have every intention of going back as many times as possible in the future for hard work, fun and to feel that great sense of achievement again. 

Orlaith Moran

The South Africans and children that I met on this trip have changed my life. I’ve never met people so happy with what they have and so welcoming. They really made me think about the way I live my life. This is an experience of a lifetime and I will definetly return.

Rachel Mellon

A touching, memorable experience that will stay with me forever.

Rachael Fitzsimons 

I’ll never forget the Building Blitz in Wallacedene. It was an eye-opening experience for all of us. The work on site was so rewarding and I felt such a sense of achievement by the end of the week. The people of Wallacedene were all so friendly and welcoming. I really want to go back next year and help to transform the lives of many more people living in shacks.

Caoimhe O’Riordan

The building blitz was a life-changing experience. It was a very positive week and there was a great team atmosphere. One of the highlights of my week was visiting the school. All the children looked great in their spotlessly clean uniforms. They were the happiest children I have ever met. They loved our cameras and they wanted to get into every photo. I will remember this trip forever and I would love to go back next year.

Maeve Scully

The week in Wallacedene was an experience that will stay with me forever. One moment that stood out for me during the week was when we were going on the shack tour there was one girl who was living in a shack and had wheely bins full of rain water from the night before that leaked in through the roof. This girl was getting a house from the charity that week. This made me see how many lives we were changing by building houses. 

Ann O’Brien

I found my time working in Wallacedene to be very rewarding. It was an amazing feeling of worthwhile generosity to those people who are in need. I have to commend the Niall Mellon Township Trust, it’s staff and everyone involved in organising the blitz week. I found that nothing was left to chance and everyone with any individual need was catered for. Thank you for an incredible experience. 

Robyn Crotty

The building blitz will stick with me forever. Helping out that week was like a drug, very addictive, it will be impossible not to go back. 

Kate Kirwan

The trip to Wallacedene was the best trip of my life, one that I would never forget. It was a touching experience. The people of Wallacedene are the friendliest people I’ve ever met. They always have a smile on their face. The one memory I will never forget is three little boys about two years of age, saw me struggling with heavy wheelbarrow. They came running over in their bare feet and helped me bring the wheelbarrow up the plank. Their kindness really touched my heart. I would love to go back and change the lives of the people living in shacks.

Sandra Hogan

Simply the happiest and saddest moments of my life.

Robyn Keogh

The week I spent in Wallacdene was a life changing experience. I have come back with a new outlook on life after getting an insight into the lives of the people I met over there. I will never forget my little helpers – three little five year olds who came everyday to try and help us wheeling the cement! I am really looking forward to going back someday and hopefully making a bigger difference.

Emily Meehan

Being actively involved in the Building Blitz 2009 has altered my outlook on life. It was the experience of a lifetime. Nothing could ever have prepared me, both mentally, and physically for that unique week of my life. The volunteers I befriended, and the South African people I interacted with will always hold a special place in my heart. Although there were some sad and quite depressing moments, the positive feeling I experienced from just simply being involved, was by far the best feeling I have ever had. If I were to dream, it would be of going back to help those in need. Thinking of all the happy, cheerful moments we shared throughout the week still brings a smile to my face! By far the best week of my life! 

Marina Taylor 

The 2009Building Blitz will stay with me forever. The sense of achievement and accomplishment is wonderful and leaves you wanting to go back and keep building until all the shacks are gone. 

