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Headline: Over sixty volunteers prepare to jet out to South Africa for Niall Mellon Project

by Emma Fogarty

The Stvl_e Factor
Over sixty volunteers

prepare to jet out to
South Africa for
Niall Mellon Project

Limerick velunteers will be joining the largest
voluntary mission ever to leave Ireland with the
charity, with 2,008 people on the aid mission...

AROUND 63 Limerick
volunteers are set to take
part in 6th annual Niall
Mellon Township Trust
Building Blitz, which will
begin in a month’s time.

This will be the larg-
est voluntary mission ever
to leave Ireland with the
charity as 2,008 men and
women from around the
country will set off to South
Africa to build a planned
250 houses in Khayelitsha,
a township in Cape Town.

This year, there are 63
volunteers from Limerick
taking part in the building
blitz— the largest group
ever to travel from the
county.

This initiative is part of
an annual one-week vol-
unteer trip organised by
the Niall Mellon Township
Trustand hasbeen growing
steadily since its inception
in 2003 when 150 volun-
teers built 25 houses in the
Imizamo Yethu township.
Now active in 23 town-
ships, NMTT is the largest
charity provider of homes
for low income families in
South Africa and has built
more than 10,000 houses
in the last two years.

The houses built provide
homes for thousands of im-
poverished families, mov-
ing them from one roomed

shacks to two bed roomed
homes with a kitchen and
bathroom, running water,
electricity and sanitation.

On November 28, the
1597 men and 411 women
from across Ireland will
begin their week-long
building campaign and the
volunteers will be divided
up into 29 teams and com-
plete the homes.

If the aim is met, 250
families, made up of more
than 1,250 people will fi-
nally have a proper place
to call home and a safe and
warmn environrnent to raise
their families.

Each of'the 2,008 volun-
teers had to raise €5,000
in order to make the trip
to build homes in the larg-
est township in Cape Town
and the third largest town-
ship in South Africa.

Niall Mellon, Founder of
the NMTT, said that “this
vear will be the biggest
building blitz in our his-
tory and it will be the larg-
est volunteering mission to
leave these shores”.

“Every individual will
make a difference for those
living in -poverty, multiply
this by 2,008 volunteers
and you get some idea
of the potential we can
achieve”.



